
IN THE BIRMINGHAM & SOLIHULL CORONER'S COURT 
 
BEFORE HM CORONER HH RICHARD FOSTER 
 
In the matter of multiple Inquests touching the death of patients of Mr 

Ian Paterson for treatment for breast cancer 
 
 

 

PROTOCOL FOR REMOTE ATTENDANCE BY ADVOCATES 

 

1. The purpose of this protocol is to ensure a consistent approach and to avoid the 
necessity of legal teams making unnecessary applications. 

2. All legal teams for Interested Persons can observe proceedings remotely in accordance 
with the processes already in place. This extends to advocates. No application for 
permission is necessary. 

3. It is accepted that sometimes an issue might arise in the evidence which necessitates 
an advocate needing to ask questions which was not anticipated. If this situation does 
arise then an advocate can apply orally for permission which will usually be granted. 
However, advocates who attend remotely will not routinely be invited to ask questions of 
a witness, so if this is necessary it will be incumbent upon that advocate to intervene so 
as to make an application to participate. 

4. For the avoidance of doubt an advocate who anticipates that questions to witnesses are 
likely will be expected to attend court in person. In exceptional circumstances only will 
HM Coroner grant remote participation. In these circumstances, such application to be 
made in writing with reasons through the Solicitors to the Inquests by no later than 
midday the previous working day. All decisions will be made by HM Coroner. 

 

 

HH RICHARD FOSTER 

HM Coroner 

3rd February 2026 

 


